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By Melissa Bougie

When interviewing mem-
bers of the Class of 2013 about 
what they thought their legacy 
was, many people had a little 
bit of a rough time with their 
response. They either took 
the eye-rolling approach, or a 
grave look of concern washed 
over their faces and then they 
would force themselves to 
acknowledge that they don’t 
really think that the Class of 
2013 has contributed much of 
anything. 
     After quite a few of these 
reactions happened to spring 
forth from my question, I was 
a tiny bit frightened. Not only 
because I had this article to 
write and needed something to 
work with (come on, people!), 
but because these responses 
gave me a sinking feeling that 
the Class of 2013 was experi-
encing some sort of fatal iden-
tity crisis. Who had we been 
and had we accomplished any-
thing? 
     But then again, on the other 
hand, maybe we are all just a bit 
too humble for our own good 
(and this article’s). Because af-
ter a few more attempted (and 
finally successful) interviews, 
I realized that  to the bulk of 
the Class of 2013 these last 
few years may just be a simple 
blur of tests and sports practic-

es, everyday teen melodrama 
and music rehearsals and so 
on and so forth, to others and 
even to some of the members 
of our class themselves, the 
Class of 2013 has contributed 
enormous amounts of passion-
fueled  good to North that, once 
noticed, is more than enough 
validation that we are a group 
of people more than ready to 
graduate and make real and 
true differences in our world. 
     Principal James Huggins 
himself calls the class of 2013 a 
“passionate” group of individu-

als. If you’ve ever been given
the chance to step foot into 
his office, you’ll have surely 
noticed the wall of events and 
inspiration Mr. Huggins up-
dates regularly with pictures 
and newspaper clippings that 
have  involved members of 
the North and general Apple-
ton community over the past 
year. 
     Members of the Class of 
2013 show up time and time 
as I scan the wall, and to me, 
this is one important piece of 
proof that the Class of 2013 

has done something that mat-
ters, and Appleton North 
community members have 
taken notice. 
     We have truly made a huge 
difference. One example is 
graduating senior Meg Crow-
ley who started a club called 
F.A.N. that seeks to involve 
individuals with special abil-
ities in school events so they 
can be with their peers and 
not have to be with their par-
ents. According to Crowley, 
over 20 students have helped 
out and many of the students 

Class of 2013 leaves lasting legacy

Cole Schultz and Megan Sather, class of 2013, receive their caps and gowns for gradua-
tion.  Receiving the caps and gowns make many seniors realize that high school will soon 
be over. Photo by Elizabeth Floodstrand

By Julia Lammers

     A recent dig in India re-
vealed that a half-man half-
bear half-dinosaur prowled the 
earth over 8,034,897 billion 
years ago. Archeologist Mat-
thew Smith reports, “We were 
hunting for bigfoot skeletons 
when we stumbled across this 
odd looking bone. As we dug 
deeper, we found hundreds of 
bones. We used our extensive 
knowledge to piece together 
this amazing creature.” 
     The skeleton of the animal 
shows a dinosaur body with a 
bear shaped skull and human 
arms and legs. Archeologists 
then collaborated with scien-
tists to fi nd out more about the 
half-man half-bear half-dino-
saur. “We don’t know the ex-
act ratios of the human to bear 
to dinosaur, but we do know 
that it’s 100 percent awe-
some,” scientist John Rock 
acknowledged at a press con-
ference last Thursday.
     The animal’s bone shape 
reveals that it had apparently 
evolved to stand on two legs. 
At full height, it stood 90 feet 

tall. It had a large dinosaur tail 
with many spikes, used for 
whipping away its enemies. 
The bear skull had power-
ful jaws that could crush al-
most anything. The creature 
was relatively fast-moving, 
especially because its body 
and head weighed almost 800 
times that of its legs. Its arms 
had leathery wings, but it 
could not fl y. “The stomach’s 
content was well preserved so 
we could see exactly what it 
ate, which was very benefi cial 
to our research,” says Rock. 
     What the scientists found 
was astounding. “It seems 
to not only have eaten the 
usual Big Macs, McRib, Fi-
let-o-Fish, French fries and 
Shamrock Shakes, but also 
orange chicken from Panda 
Express, fried chicken from 
KFC, whoppers from Burger 
King and a nice home cooked 
meal or two, not to mention 
an assortment of other ani-
mals that it had to hunt, like 
squid, chimpanzees, poison-
ous frogs, puppies, other dino-
saurs, kittens, snakes, scorpi-
ons, baby ducks and pandas! 

This bad beast was hungry as 
heck,” the scientists said.
     From cave paintings, sci-
entists also learned about the 
hunting and mating habits of 
this crazed fi end. When hunt-
ing, it would creep around 
secretively, waiting until its 
fast-food restaurant of choice 
was about to open. Next, it 
would pounce, destroying ev-
ery meal in sight. In the wild, 
it simply used its vacuum-like 

sucker to suck up all the ani-
mals it wanted. The half-man 
half-bear half-dinosaur mi-
grated often, because it would 
eat whole cities in a day. 
     Despite its name, there 
was also a female variety. As 
for reproduction, the females 
were pretty unlucky. After 
mating, the male would not 
call its partner back for days. 
When she would fi nally get a 
hold of him, he usually mum-

bled something along the lines 
of “I think we should see oth-
er tri-halfs.” The female re-
mained heartbroken for days. 
Scientists think that after a 
while, the half-women half-
bear half-dinosaur got smart 
and stopped mating, and that’s 
what fi nally led to the extinc-
tion of this amazing, albeit 
strange, species. 
 To get a picture of just 
how fantastic this animal was, 
scientists performed a num-
ber of studies and exams. The 
conclusion they came to was 
unanimous. Rock says, “The 
coolness of this beast is off the 
charts. We literally produced a 
graph and put amount of swag 
on the x-axis and fi erceness on 
the y-axis and this thing was 
graphed into space. I mean we 
are talking about dangerously 
high levels of sick. All the 
other little animals looked up 
to the half-man half-bear half-
dinosaur. They wished they 
could be it. It was an honor 
to be eaten by this beautiful 
creature.” Other scientists de-
scribe the creature as “fi neee” 
and “straight up cash money.”

Archeologists fi nd half-man half-bear half-dinosaur

Subway to take over lunch service in school cafeteria
     Next year there will be a 
change seen in the cafeteria at 
North. All meals are to be pre-
pared by Subway. 
     Both lunch and breakfast 
will consist of sandwich op-
tions from Subway. Regular 
school sides and day to day 
options such as pizza, and the 
pasta bar will also be avail-
able.
   Why implement this    
change? The school decided 
to make the change in order to 
make students eat healthy op-
tions when it comes to food. 
Subway’s slogan “eat fresh” 
inspired North to turn over 
meal making to the food fran-
chise. 
     “With more and more kids 
making unhealthy choices, 
we decided that we needed to 
see change here at Appleton 
North,” said a member of the 
school board. 
    They hope that the new 
menu options will indeed help 
the kids make the right choices 
when it comes to food.  
     “Students have been mak-

ing unhealthy choices for so 
long, we hope this change will 
make for healthier students,” 
the Board said.
     Subway has fresh healthy 
food that will make students 
more energetic throughout the 
day as studies have shown. A 
good diet also helps kids focus 
and learn better for the whole 
day.  Plus, because Subway is 
so good, kids will stop focus-

ing on nachos and cheese, and 
instead actually do their home-
work.
     People say breakfast is the 
most important meal of the day 
and this is true, but we must 
remember every meal is im-
portant especially for students 
who continue to use their brain 
throughout the whole day. 
     All Subway sandwiches will 
be prepared daily and fresh and 

delivered to North for the stu-
dent’s lunch, but breakfast op-
tions will still be prepared by 
the school. The sandwich op-
tions will be fairly basic with 
no “special” combos available 
on a regular basis, but the vari-
ety of simple sandwiches will 
be great. Also students will 
have access to the sub embel-
lishments such as mayonnaise, 
red vinaigrette and mustard. 
     Not only is this decision im-
pacting day to day life of the 
students, the cafeteria change 
will hopefully effect each stu-
dent’s decision-making for 
years to come. 
     It is a known idea that most 
of the habits you make in high 
school follow you for the rest 
of your life. If those habits are 
positive and encourage healthy 
eating, then the change really 
is for the better.
     The decision will be fi nal-
ized at the next school board 
meeting, and its members are 
hoping kids will enjoy the 
change and take advantage of 
it. Make sure to look forward 
to this change in next year’s 
cafeteria!

By Megha Uberoi Other ideas 
for lunch service 

at North
• Little Caesar’s Pizza

A scientist shows off the bones of the tri-half, quoting 
it as “one of the greatest and coolest fi nds ever.”
Photo from MCT Campus

Hoping to force students to eat fresh, the School 
Board has now changed North’s food service to be 
catered by Subway. John VanBeekum/Miami Herald/MCT

• Taco Bell

• Home Cooked Meals

• Free-for-all in the 
kitchen

• Leftovers from fancy 
restaurants

• French cuisine

• Kibble and Bits

• Who needs lunch 
anyway?
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By Megha Uberoi

     This school year has been 
a very eventful one, and to cap 
off the year’s events, Appleton 
North High School was cho-
sen as the 8th best school in 
Wisconsin by U.S. News 2013 
Best High Schools rankings.  
     Along with being in the 
top 10 schools in Wisconsin 
it also puts our school on the 
list of the 1,000 best schools in 
the nation. North, at 944, was 
awarded a silver medal for this 
achievement. 
     There was a three step pro-
cess that determined the best 
high schools. Step one deter-
mined whether each school’s 
students were performing bet-
ter than statistically expected 
for the average student in the 

state. The second step deter-
mined whether the school’s 
least-advantaged students 
were performing better than 

average for similar students in 
the state. Step three was based 
on that particular school’s col-
lege readiness index, which 

U.S. News ranks North among state’s top ten
was determined by using re-
sults on the Advanced Place-
ment exam. 
     37 percent of the students 
at North took the AP exam 
this year. 85 percent of the 
people taking the exam passed 
it, which gave North an over-
all college readiness index of 
32.9. To put that in perspec-
tive, the “best” school in Wis-
consin, Shorewood High, had 
a college readiness index of 
46.6. 
     At Appleton North 311 
students took the Wiscon-
sin Knowledge and Concepts 
exam and out of those many 
kids, 58 percent scored in the 
advanced category for read-
ing. In math 35 percent scored 
in the advanced category. At 

“This award  
provides recognition 
for a lot of the hard 

work done by  
students and staff. 
It is a very positive 

thing for our school 
to be recognized.  

It takes into account 
many different  

factors of our school, 
and we have much  

to be proud of.”
-Mr. Huggins

Shorewood High their ad-
vanced percentages were 72 
percent for reading and 55 per-
cent for math. 
     The winners of the silver 
medal were ranked No. 501 
through No. 2,290. 18,196 
public schools were eligible 
for this award.  
     Mr. Huggins said that “this 
award provides recognition for 
a lot of the hard work done by 
students and staff. It is a very 
positive thing for our school 
to be recognized. It takes into 
account many different factors 
of our school, and we have 
much to be proud of.”
     Vidushri Mehrotra, a stu-
dent at North said, “I am proud 
and honored to be part of such 
a great school.” 
  

it benefits have really been 
impacted by the club and its 
mission.
     “I think the students really 
enjoy it and parents always 
come up to me and say it was 
a good idea. I was inspired 
to start it because I went to 
this convention for one of 
my friends who has cerebral 
palsy to help him decide on 
what he wanted to do after 
he got out of high school. 
One of the major points was 
getting students involved in 
the community. School is 
like a miniature community 
and all students have an op-
portunity to practice thriving 
in this miniature community. 
Shouldn’t students with spe-
cial needs have this practice 
too?” says Crowley. 
     Crowley truly believes 
that “seniors set the tone.” 
And by setting up this club, 
she has proven that all it 
takes is a group of dedicated 
and inclusive seniors (such 
as the Class of 2013) to make 

“Many freshman and 
sophomore students 
look to the Class of 
2013 as a beacon of 
what to do, rather 

than what not to do.”

See Legacy, pg. 2
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By Amanda Lyons     

     The Appleton Public Li-
brary will be hosting their 
summer Teen Writer’s Work-
shop at Harmony Café in 
Downtown Appleton once 
again this summer. The 
workshop runs from noon to 
two o’clock bi-weekly for 
the entirety of the summer. 
     The group is led by the 
library’s Young Adult Li-
brarian, Brian Looker, who 
brings a funny opening piece 
to open every workshop. The 
group reads a short story for 
every workshop and discuss-
es the styles and techniques 
of the story. Sometimes, the 
group even discusses how 
they could apply those same 
techniques to their own writ-
ing.
     The workshop is a great 
place to get to know people 
who have similar interests 
in writing. There’s a wide 
variety of teens in differ-
ent genres. Some of the cat-
egories are romance, fantasy, 
horror, and comedy. The 
group also discusses a group 
member’s piece of work giv-
ing them creative sugges-
tions on how they can better 
their piece. 
     The groups are not always 
about writing, of course, the 
group typically wanders off 
into discussion about their 
favorite books, films, food. 
In every session, there’s al-
ways a discussion about Har-
ry Potter of sorts. 
    For those who love writ-
ing, the group is a wonderful 
place to start meeting teens 
who have similar interests. 
The group offers a variety 
of ages ranging from fresh-
men to seniors. If interest-
ed in joining the group, go 
on Facebook and message 
Amanda Lyons.

Teen writer’s 
workshop 
inspires love 
of reading

Appleton North an inclusive, 
and because of that, powerful 
community to be a part of as 
well as simply witness. 
     Huggins himself has been 
a proud witness, saying, “To 
me, the Class of 2013 reflects 
the North Nine attributes we 
proudly communicate to our 
community. 
    “You [the Class of 2013] 
have clearly demonstrated 
your compassion for others 
and have been there to cele-
brate in times of success, and 
have held together in more 
challenging, difficult times, 
showing your true character 
and respect for one another. 
This has been especially evi-
dent during the loss of loved 
ones, where the strong sup-
port and friendships did so 
much to make a positive dif-
ference,” Huggins said. 
     “As the leaders within 
our student body, you have 
reflected integrity in action, 
always staying true to who 
you are while accepting the 
responsibility that comes 
with leadership. You have 
achieved tremendous accom-
plishments academically and 
have showcased excellence 
both in and out of the class-
room. You are a class that has 
and will persevere, and I’m 
excited about what the future 
holds for each and every one 
of you. Though you will soon 
be graduating, with each 

student embarking on a new 
journey, the Class of 2013 
will be remembered and has 
left a lasting impression on 
the North Community.” 
     Many under and upper 
classmen feel the effects of 
the strong leadership and 
encouraged inclusiveness of 
the graduating senior class. 
In fact, many underclassmen 

feel that a variety of seniors 
from the Class of 2013 have 
taken on a mentoring posi-
tion with them, and have re-
ally shown them the ropes 
and encouraged them to get 
involved. Many freshmen 
and sophomore students look 
to the Class of 2013 as a bea-
con of what to do, rather than 
what not to do.
     Sophomore Julia Lam-
mers attests to this, saying 
“I look up a lot to my senior 
tennis and band friends be-
cause they set really good 

examples of just being lead-
ers. I also look up a lot to 
my senior friends on news-
paper. Abbey [Edmonds] has 
really helped me get more 
involved. You guys are all 
really involved and now I 
want to step up and carry on 
your legacy. I’ve been really 
inspired. Will you all marry 
me?” I hope that means she’s 
planning on buying us all 
some really nice rings. 
     Class of 2013 member 
Kaley Grunwald also agrees 
that many senior classmen 
really do take the time to 
reach out to younger stu-
dents, and that they don’t 
just see younger students as 
a burden, but as true equals. 
She believes that the way we 
have displayed leadership 
may not have been thorough-
ly conventional, but that “We 
have shown leadership by 
helping and befriending the 
underclassmen.”
     The Class of 2013 has left 
behind a legacy that will be a 
true challenge to emulate.
    Our legacy (and yes, we do 
have one), is of inclusiveness 
above all else, of recognizing 
obstacles and challenges and 
daring to overcome them, all 
the while without isolating 
any one group of people.  
     While the Class of 2013 
may not look at themselves 
and see a group of individu-
als who have yet to contrib-
ute even one thing, the fact of 
the matter is, making impor-

Legacy: Senior class leaves mark on North

Senior Gabe Peterson 
shows off his graduation 
cap at distribution. Photo by 
Elizabeth Floodstrand       

By Colton Bennet

     As many students at Ap-
pleton North know, language 
plays a huge role in the de-
velopment of many skills in a 
student’s life, but many do not 
know the deep meaning of this 
in the mind of a teacher Mrs. 
Paula Meyer, a veteran Span-
ish teacher, expands further on 
her value of language study.
     “When a student is edu-
cated in language, they view 
the world with an understand-
ing, not just with judgment,” 
she said. The respected Span-
ish teacher tells of how she 

believes the study 
of language “opens 
doors of opportu-
nity”. These “doors” 
she is referring to 
bring an edge to your 
character as a seri-
ous competitor in 
the job market, in the 
use of intuitive reason-
ing skills, and acceptance and 
understanding of others.  Lan-
guage skills have been proven 
to help students understand 
other cultures too,  resulting in 
fewer prejudices, and more ac-
ceptance of the way that other 
countries act.

     Mrs. Meyer is 
also a highly re-
spected member of 
the foreign language 
community, with her 
most recent accom-
plishment being her 
accepting an award 
as a foreign language 
teacher of the year 

2012, which she accepted at 
the WAFLT (Wisconsin As-
sociation of Foreign Language 
Teachers) conference in Octo-
ber of last year.  She has pre-
viously been very involved in 
this association, serving as the 
secretary of the association for 

four years.  
     Claire 
Balane, a 
senior at 
North, also 
was award-
ed with an 
honor from 
WAFLT, an 
Outstanding 
Student Award.
    This award is only given to 
one student at North, and is a 
high honor from the WAFLT.  
Claire plans to attend the Uni-
versity of Nebraska-Lincoln 
and continue on with Spanish 
and music performance.

Spanish teacher, student win language awards

Claire Balane

tant contributions to a com-
munity isn’t something the 
Class of 2013 made our mis-
sion to do, it is an endeavor 
that we have embarked on 
whole-heartedly without 
even a second thought. 
     And thus, although the 
Class of 2013 themselves 
may look at these past few 
years and be blind to what 
we have contributed, it is ob-
vious that we have truly con-
tributed greatly and lastingly, 
making Appleton North the 
high school it is today: a 
high school that has not only 
earned national recognition, 
but a high school that people 
feel good to attend, as well as 
profoundly proud to graduate 
from. 

WRITER’S 
WORKSHOP

Who: Writing enthusiasts; 
the group is led by Young 
Adult Librarian Brian 
Looker
What: Discussion with 
other youth about dif-
ferent writing styles and 
techniques.
Where: Harmony Cafe, 
Downtown Appleton
When: Thursdays from 
12-2 p.m.

Mrs. P. Meyer

In addition to their many legacies, the senior class also made a contribution to the main stairwell by tempo-
rarily replacing the legendary faces with their own. Photo By Torren Peebles

  “Our legacy (and 
yes, we do have one 
beyond being “stu-

pid”), is of inclusive-
ness above all else, of 
recognizing obstacles 
and challenges and 
daring to overcome 
them, all the while 

without isolating any 
one group of people.”

From pg. 1



OPINIONS
Noctiluca Editorial

Appleton, Wisconsin      June 2013       Volume XVIII        Issue IX         Page 3 

Change to Boy Scouts’ policy doesn’t go far enough
In what a deserted field of 

chirping crickets hails as 
a giant leap for mankind, the 
Boy Scouts of America lifted 
its ban on gay membership. 
That is, until a member de-
cides to help out later on in 
life as a scoutmaster, in which 
case their gayness still sends 
BSA brass cowering behind a 
cross and holy water. This is 
because it’s a terrible thing to 
kick a gay child out of BSA, 
showing them that the world 
is an awful, discriminatory 
place, but when they grow up 
to be adults they’re     totally 
cool with it. 

Clap clap clap, BSA: your 
attempt to “get with the times” 
by providing basic rights to 
some of your members (be-
cause that’s kind of been the 
“in” thing to do since the Civil 
Rights act of 1964) is as mea-
ger as finally taking down 
Christmas decorations by late 
July. That the BSA is now the 
Apartheid South Africa of Gay 
in the eyes of the world is in-
dicative that its determination 
to be “straight” is more im-
portant to them than their Boy 
Scout Oath to be “morally 
straight”. 

And oh boy, if gay scouts 
are allowed into the BSA, 
what would possibly be the 
next step? Would the BSA be-
gin a gradual and yet certain 
descent down a slippery slope 
leading to some scout leaders 
being 30, 40, or even… no, 50 

percent gay? Or, should we 
recognize that any measure 
besides full equality for mem-
bers of the BSA is incremental 
nonsense getting in the way 

of the inevitable march to full 
equality?

Even so, some opponents 
of the proposed change cite 
that they just can’t abide by 

■Attitudes and opinions among Americans related to gay 
and lesbian relationships have changed rapidly over the 
past three years.

■While a majority of adults in the Scouting community 
support the BSA’s current policy of excluding open and 
avowed homosexuals, younger parents and teens tend to 
oppose the policy.

■Views among parents under the age of 50 have changed 
significantly in the past three years, with a majority now 
opposing the BSA’s current policy. 

■Parents in three of four BSA regions oppose the current 
membership policy.

The facts
In dealing with the issue of gays in the Boy Scouts, the Boy Scouts of America conducted the Membership Standards Study Initia-

tive. This was a survey of “...204,554 BSA members and leaders... 800 parents of boys... 1,021 teens (16 to 18)... and over 50,000 BSA 
alumni and donors.” These were their findings, directly from their official website, www.scouting.org:

The Boy Scouts of America recently passed a proposal allowing openly gay 
scouts, while still denying openly gay scoutmasters. Photo from usa.gov

changing a Boy Scout tradi-
tion that has lasted for over 
one hundred years. Appar-
ently, this is because any idea 
we hold in a death-grip long 

enough deserves a special pat 
on the back, for sheer virtue of 
having somehow survived so 
long.

Others have said that this 
proposed move, to allow gay 
scouts (but not scoutmasters) 
into the BSA is a step in the 
right direction. However, it’s a 
confused, awkward, and belat-
ed step akin to an elderly mi-
sogynist deciding to stop shak-

ing his cane in anger at women 
who drive cars or have jobs.

If passing this proposal is 
the only way to bring any 
modicum of progress to the 
BSA, then that is sad, but will 
have to do for now. It will have 
to be in the next decade or so, 
then, that gay scouts who have 
risen through the ranks won-
der why they’re not wanted 
anymore when they wish to 
support the program as adults. 

Following a general pattern 
throughout history, change 
will eventually take place, and 
the only question of future 
generations will be why it took 
so long to happen. 

Heck, now we’ve figured 
out why we’re truly against 
this new proposal: it’s more 
lackluster and predictable than 
anything.  

“The [Boy Scouts of 
America are] now the 

Apartheid South 
Africa of Gay.”

■Of six scenarios presented in surveys to parents, teens, 
and adults in the Scouting community, the one scenario 
with which overwhelming majorities of parents, teens, 
and adults in the Scouting community strongly agree 
is that it would be unacceptable to deny an openly gay 
Scout an Eagle Scout Award solely because of his sexual 
orientation.

■Parents, teens, and adults in the Scouting community 
do not favor a local chartered organization option. 

■While adults in the Scouting community strongly sup-
port the current membership policy, they are less likely 
to agree with removing a Scout from the program solely 
on the basis of sexual orientation as opposed to behavior.
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Let your voice 
be heard

The Noctiluca staff gra-
ciously accepts any letters to 
the editor which will be pub-
lished as space allows. Please 
limit submissions to no more 
than 250 words. Anonymous 
submissions will not be 
printed and all writing is sub-
ject to editing via our policy 
statement below. All letters 
to the editor can be dropped 
off in the designated folder 
on the door of the Publica-
tions Lab at the south end of 
the LMC, or e-mailed to Mr. 
Ramponi, the staff advisor, 
at: ramponiaaron@aasd.k12.
wi.us.

Noctiluca Mission  
Statement

To publish news, informa-
tion, entertainment and opin-
ion articles for and about 
students, faculty and admin-
istration activities, interests 
and policies. Our goal is to 
maintain high ethical stan-
dards and provide a forum 
for free and responsible ex-
pression of student views. 
The newspaper strives for 
a high level of competency 
and welcomes diversity of 
scope, depth and breadth of 
coverage in order to heighten 
mutual understanding and 
awareness through our entire 
school community.
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Policy Statement
Published nine times per 
year, the student newspa-
per of Appleton North High 
School is a public forum in 
which its student editorial 
board makes decisions re-
garding its contents.

Unsigned editorials ex-
press the views of the ma-
jority of the editorial board. 
Letters to the editor are wel-
comed and will be published 
as space allows. 

Letters must be signed, 
although the staff may with-
hold the name in certain cir-
cumstances. 

The paper reserves the 
right to edit letters for gram-
mar and clarity, and all letters 
are subject to laws governing 
obscenity, libel, privacy, and 
disruption of the school pro-
cess, as are all contents of the 
paper.

Opinions in letters are 
not necessarily those of the 
staff, nor should any opinion 
expressed in a public forum 
be construed as the opinion 
or policy of the Appleton 
North High School adminis-
tration, unless so attributed. 

The Noctiluca reserves 
the right to publish content in 
both print and online format. 

Contact Information
Appleton North High School

5000 N. Ballard Road
Appleton, WI 54913

Phone: (920) 832-4300
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OPINIONS

Most eras in American his-
tory can be seen as having a 
certain mainstream culture 
that defined how most people 
acted and thought: during the 
60s it was the squares vs. the 
hippies; the 70s saw conflict 
between the squares and rock 
and roll; and the 80s witness-
ing intense conflict between 
the squares and tight pants.

Nowadays, our culture 
seems to take as much pride 
in its individualism as any 
other era took pride in its 
more conformist popular cul-
ture. We think of this culture 
of choice as uniquely Ameri-
can and undeniably a good 
thing, almost dismissing any 
semblance of collective cul-
ture as repressive and un-free. 

But what worries me is that 
more and more, we’re given 
the choice between Move-
ment A or Movement B, Cor-
poration C or Corporation D, 
Coke or Pepsi, in place of any 
true individual inspiration. 
Sometimes we now believe 
that merely associating our-
selves with a cause or a taste 
in music or a certain view, as 
a hermit crab carries a dis-
carded shell, is equivalent to 
being personally ingrained 
and involved with it. We are 
told that we can choose to 

be social activists by liking a 
Facebook page and environ-
mentalists by buying a par-
ticular kind of Windex. The 
growing hipster community 
runs itself rampant in the care-
ful construction of personae 
meant to associate with the 
most fashionable media and 
movements. But can anything 
done with little effort or dedi-
cation truly define us as indi-
viduals, or are we just afraid 
of being called a “sheeple” by 
the aforementioned hipsters?

The pressure to be different 
for the sake of being differ-
ent seems to be a new thing in 
American culture, sometimes 
an even bigger thing than, say, 

being different in a meaning-
ful way. This is why other 
decades, even with more con-
formist cultures, may have 
been more individualistic than 
our current one: Americans 
knew it didn’t matter what 
they did or felt, or how many 
others acted the same way. 
They acknowledged that, as 
long as they acted from the 
heart and felt personal inspi-
ration, culture was to survive 
and thrive even with the ap-
pearance of conformity. 

We are often told to “be 
different”, but what is the 
purpose of this? Kids, there 
is absolutely nothing wrong 
with being just like everyone 

Give conformity a chance

Apple “legally” evading 
taxes- Not exactly the kind 
of American ingenuity we 
were looking for.

Ray Manzarek dying- The 
former keyboardist of The 
Doors will live on through 
those timeless riffs of his.

4:00 A.M.- Nothing good 
will ever happen to you 
at 4:00 A.M. Go back to 
sleep.

Not a single freelance 
opinions article written 
for this month’s issue- 
Everyone is just storing up 
all of their thoughts, feel-
ings, and observations for 
better use next time, chip-
munk-style. Right guys?

Cheers and Jeers
By Sam Allen 

Cheers Jeers

Finals- Wait a second, this 
wasn’t meant to be a cheer 
at all. My mistake.

Seniors leaving- Out with 
the old, in with the new I 
say. But seriously, you will 
be missed.

The one or two surviv-
ing coathangers left in 
North’s restrooms- God-
speed you two, godspeed.

The massive, half-filled 
potholes on part of 
North’s driveway- 
Finally, a use for four-
wheel drive.

That brief moment be-
tween cold and mosqui-
toes- Aaaaaand it’s gone. 

By Sam Allen

else, and it’s ok not to feel 
the need to “make a differ-
ence” for the sake of defining 
yourself. Always make sure 
you’re doing what you’re do-
ing because you feel like it 
and draw inspiration from it, 
not because you feel the need 
to do something – anything! 
– different. It’s the difference 
between buying eco-friendly 
Windex and chaining yourself 
to a tree, or liking a facebook 
page and starting a campaign. 
One is association, becoming 
increasingly commonplace, 
and the other is devotion; 
nothing is wrong with the for-
mer, but it will never replace 
the latter.

Conformist or non-conformist, the only important thing is to be and do what you 
love. Photo from usa.gov
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Student spotlights
By Alexandria Floodstrand and Monica Stoeger

Teacher spotlight: Mrs. Camber

What do you like about 
teaching in the Appleton Ca-
reer Academy?

I really enjoy teaching in 
the ACA because I am able to 
collaborate with other teach-
ers developing lessons that are 
unique, current and incorpo-
rate personalized learning.  I 
also enjoy the smaller learning 
community in the ACA – we 
are like a big family and enjoy 
learning together.

What courses will you be 
teaching next year?

Next year I will be teaching 
Fashion and Interior Design, 
Health Occupations, Career 
Academy workshops and sem-
inars and advising our HOSA 
club.  I love teaching all of my 
classes!  

What schools have you 

taught at?
I taught a few years at Hor-

tonville High School and 
then was hired in Appleton.  I 
taught at Roosevelt, West and 
now at North.  I really enjoy 
teaching at North because of 
all the great students and of 
course the great staff. 

What activities do you en-
joy in your free time?

During my free time, I enjoy 
playing tennis, kickboxing, 
camping, biking and attending 
my boys’ sporting events.  

Tell us a little bit more 
about yourself.

About me – I grew up in 
Appleton where my dad was a 
teacher at Franklin, so I grew 
up in the classroom.  I attended 
Appleton West and played ten-
nis as well as worked at a golf 
course as the beverage cart girl 
(best job ever!).  

After high school I went to 
UW-Lacrosse and UW-Ste-
vens Point and was a mem-
ber of the Alpha Phi Sorority 
which was great fun.  I am 
married with two little boys 
and have a Basset Hound/
German Shepherd mix.  I like 
grape soda, red jelly beans, 
HGTV and the show Ameri-
can Pickers!

By Alexander Larson

Name: Emma Gustafson
Grade: Freshman
Favorite Subject:  Choir
Favorite Book: The Hunger 
Games
Favorite Animal:  Panda
Favorite Movie: “Pitch Per-
fect”
Activities:  Drawing, singing 
and acting

Name: Breanna Best
Grade:  Sophomore
Favorite T.V. Show: 
“Switched at Birth”
Favorite Animal: Kittens
Activities:  Doing hair, sing-
ing and dancing
Favorite Song:  “What 
Doesn’t Kill You Makes You 
Stronger” by Kelly Clarkson

Name: Elizabeth Floodstrand
Grade: Junior
Activities: Reading, writing, 
softball, playing guitar
Favorite T.V. Shows: “Doctor 
Who” and “Teen Wolf”
Favorite Food: Bacon
Favorite Sport: Softball
Favorite Musicians: Taylor 
Swift and Ed Sheeran
Favorite Subjects: Comm 
Arts and Creative Writing
Favorite Authors: John 
Green and Maggie Stiefvater
Favorite Animal: Wolf
Favorite Quote: “One of the 
most important things I’ve 
discovered in my life is where 
I was and where I’m going 
is inevitably where I will be 
found.” -Unknown

1. Butterfinger
2. Raspberry Cheesecake
3. Mint Oreo

1. Air Heads
2. Scribblers
3. Tropical

4. Brownie
5. Cookie Dough
6. Double Fudge Cookie 
Dough

7. Banana Cream Pie
8. French Silk Pie
9. Banana Split
10. Oreo

4. Root Beer
5. Jolly Rancher
6. Fire Cracker
7. Cream Pops

8. Banana
9. Cherry
10. Pudding Pops

Name: Amanda Lyons
Grade: Senior
Activities: Reading and writ-
ing
Favorite Author: J.K. Rowl-
ing
Favorite T.V. Show: “Once 
Upon a Time”
Favorite Drink: Yorkshire 
Tea
Favorite Band: One Direc-
tion
Favorite Subject: Environ-
mental Science
Place You Want to Live 
Someday: England
College: UW-Oshkosh
Intended Major: English
Intended Minor: Creative 
Writing

Top 10 Dairy Queen Blizzards
By Alexander Larson

Illustration by Alexander Larson

Illustration by Alexander Larson

By Alexander Larson

Top 10 Popsicle Flavors
Try these popsicles to cool down on a hot summer day.

By Abigail Zabronsky
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S a m a n t h a Lange, Emma Lankey, Laura Larabell, Ping 
Han Lay, Nou Lee, Wat Lee, Joseph LeFevre, Drew  
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Morgan Liddell, Hannah Lider, Olivia Li-
Donne, Tianna Linebarger, Kourtney Lock-
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THE GRADUATES

University of 
Wisconsin
Oshkosh
Hollie Beckum
Brooke Cole-Radtke
Russell Doupe
Drew Eastman
Robert Fraser
Hannah Frelich
Madison French
Patao Her
Andrew Hoffman
Jennifer Holso
Emily Jensen
Alexander Lang
Amanda Lyons
Nicole Matuszewski
John Muwana
Michaela Otto
Jack Pamperin
Bailey Pierce
Jacob Ropella
Arianna Schmitz
Connor Seiler
Kami Thews
Ani Thomas
Ashley Van Domelen
Shauna Van Domelen
Devyn Waterstradt
Andrew Xiong
Ka Houa Xiong
Pheng Yang

Fox Valley
Technical 
College
Michael Barta
Akeem Campbell
Joshua Chodak
Alexander Clausen
Brandon Coburn
Taylor Cole
Dakota Dorow
Tasha Eick
Tyler Fink
Cameron Folger
Courtney Furlow
Nicholas Hanson
Tony Her
Ryan Hoeft
Jonah Jahnke
Samantha Kapal
James King
Caitlin Koeller
Joseph Kraft
Kory Lain
Kourtney Lockhart
Daniel Maclellan
Kelli Nottelet
Andrew Ostertag
Jordan Paalman
Michele Racette
Samantha Regeth
Salma Sanchez
Edgar Sandoval
Amber Schabow
Brandon Shew
Jacob Slagle
Touwa Syvang
Don Thao
Ger Thao
Jannie Thao
Ryan Thibodeau
Jared Thiel
Cody Vander 
Grinten
Jonathan Verbrug-
gen
Nicholas Verhagen
Nancy Vue
Cassandra Waite
Dakota Watkins
Ka Yang
Ka B Yang
Maixia Yang
Jay Zamora
Tyler Zewicki

University of
Wisconsin 
Madison
Trent Baumbach
Cameron Bush
Peter Dalgleish
Kristina Fiscus
Acheh Fonkem
Elizabeth Hoff
Stephen Idlas
Tom Kelley
Matthew Kipping
McKenzie Klein
Matthew McKeever
Kraig Mittelstadt
Hannah Nowakowski
Sarah Oakley
Nathaniel Patton
Samantha Lange
Emma Lankey
Patricia Lay
Morgan Liddell
Hannah Lider
Tianna Linebarger
Selina Lor
Brittany Steers
Bradly Sternig
Kelly Stymiest
Conor Sullivan
Mikayla Toonen
Jordyn Van
Emily Van Boxtel
Troy Van De Voort
Emaley Phillips
Charles-Etienne 
Suave
Mikaela Schwantz
Sierra Widule

University of 
Wisconsin 
Fox Valley
Alexandria Bolwerk
Mason Boone
Hunter Desens
Jacob Driessen
Reed Ellenbecker
Melissa Hilbert
Joseph Jandacek
Jacob King
Nou Lee
Joseph LeFevre
Stephanie Meulemans
Marshall Minges
Aaron Neumann
Andrea Peterson
Nicholas Recker
Ian Stevenson
John Stoffel
Tammy Thor
Bill Xiong
Kristanna Xiong
Sarah Zielicke

University of 
Wisconsin 
Eau Claire

Trevor Carli
Gunther Carpenter
Kathrine Cudnowski
Sally Eronson
Alex Hoppe
Olivia LiDonne
Brandon Miller
Lisa Rolf
Kathryn Trucco
Emily Vander Linden
Ross Van Handel

Lawrence 
University
Isaac Barthelmess
Gabriel Peterson
Jordan Peterson
Tanner Schuh

Hamline 
University
Melissa Bougie
Nate Correia
Abigail Zabronsky

BYU Idaho
Hayley Bowman
Claudia Cano

Marilia Giuste
Kristin Harrison
Ariel Peterson
Whitney Shapiro

University of 
Wisconsin 
Milwaukee
Kenneth Cardew
Brandon Cavaiani
Meg Crowley
Anna Figy
Lily Gierke
Megan Harvey
Wat Lee
Brandon Mayer
Bryce Parker
Taylor Parker
Andrew Place
Michael Pynenberg
Lauren Rostas
Joshua Trilling
Gunnar Springer
Ka Zoua Vang
Mitchel Writt

University of 
Wisconsin 
Stout
Benjamin Collar
Kira Fischer
Sheng Thao
Sylvia Vandenheuvel

University of 
Wisconsin 
Stevens Point
Catherine Daley
Laura Dickenson
Elyse Eggers
Fletcher Goldinger
David Granatelli
Luke Hoffman
Kendra Luke
Kirsten Melchert
Greg Miller
Kelly Retzlaff
Sawyer Schultz
Gabrielle Van Gom-
pel
Samantha Xiong

Carthage 
College
Tyler DesRochers
McKenna Rakestraw
Brandi Tennessen

Cardinal 
Stritch 
University
Nathan DeRidder
Soniya Regmi

Marquette 
University
William Dougherty
Anna Holloway
Sunny Patel
Tyler Thorn

St. Olaf College
Ingrid Elzey
Daniel Hagen
Megan Sather

University of
Twin Cities
Elizabeth Braatz
Grace Castanga
Ethan Farina

University of
 Wisconsin
Whitewater
Alexis Felton
Ryan Girouard
Drew Lehman
Eric Olson
Anthony Riske
Allison Vandenboom
Ryan Weyker
Curt Trepanier

Winona State
Amber Gollata
Erika Jensen
Meg Riebau

University 
of Wisconsin
La Crosse
Dallas Martin
Zachary Beiser

North Iowa Area
Community
College
Hannah Johnson
Hayley Johnson
Connor Naden
David Stevens

Carroll 
University
Megan Kohlmetz
Mackenzie Schmitt
Kayla Smith
Emily Wayland

Loras College
Alex Liddell

University of 
Wisconsin
Green Bay
Kendra Miller
Amanda Polanco
Brianna Zonick

University of 
Wisconsin 
Parkside
Ian Parker

Ripon College
Amber Vancuyk

University of 
Oregon
Tyler Verbais

Future plans of the class of 2013
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Northwestern 
University
Ethan Albrecht

Iowa State 
University
Marit Bakken

University of 
Nebraska 
Lincoln
Claire Balane

St. Thomas 
University
Trent Beilke

Colorado State 
University
Aubyn Beld

Bradley Uni-
versity
Jason Bellmore

Oklahoma 
University,
Norman
Vannessa Bogran

Columbia 
College
Hannah Bourgault
Josh Lepak

Valparaiso 
University
Emily BruceMarion Military

Damita Buss

Northand Col-
lege
Jacob Czarnik-Nei-
meyer

Minneapolis 
College of Art 
and Design
David Chang

Copper Union 
for the ad-
vancement of 
Science and 
Art
Margaret Copper-
smith

University of 
Alabama 
Birmingham
Henry DeGroot

Belmont 
University
Erin Dernlan
Will Jordan

McHenry 
County 
College
Tyler Friis

The Citadel 
Charleston
Parker Diedrich

Sarah Lawrence
College
Abigail Edmonds

National 
Guard
Faith Fields
Samantha Gold-
sworthy

Florida State 
University
Rebecca Fitton

DePaul 
University
Mallory Garrison

Ball State 
University
Connor Gross

Concordia 
University

Kaley Grunwald

BYU Provo
Peter Hale

University of 
Washington
Autumn Han

Edgewood 
College
Morgan Huss

Patrick Henry
Hannah Ireland

Edison State
Kristin Jennings

Florida
Southern
Lauren Jennings

Western Illinois 
Macomb
Eric Jones

Luther College
Kyle Knoke

Military
Robert Kopesky II

Navy 
Kerrie Lang

Air Force
Nonnie Martin

Marine Corps
Cody Boyd
Brandon Naumann

University of 
South Carolina
Valerie Letko

University of 
Iowa
Emily Loux

Hawaii Pacific 
University
Bree Marion

Full Sail 
University
Jacob Murphy

Michigan 
Technological 
University
Nicholas Olbrantz

Minnesota Sate 
Mankato
Logan Neitzke

Utah State
Daniel Patterson

Empire Beauty 
School
Ka Zia Vang

Yale University
Torren Peebles
Naomi Roselaar

Indian 
Wesleyan 
University
Joy Poole

North Central 
University
Erich Pulda

Ringling Col-
lege of Art and 
Design
Bruce Purdy

KUCC
Yusef Saheb

Northern 
Michigan 
University
Emma Trueblood

Southwest 
Tech
Vatsala Sukhwal

Stanford 
University
Phuntso Wangdra

Globe 
University
Marley Werner

Entering the 
Workforce
Khadijah Abrams
Andrew Bennett
Marissa Bentley
James Fleck
Emma Graves
Esther Hite
Dale Kuen
Blake Miller
Kaitlyn Schabow
Mitchell School
Gordon Sennett
Michelle Yang
Alicia Welhouse

Rensselaer 
Polytechnic 
Institute
Kyle Miller

Texas Chris-
tian University

Cale Downs

University of 
Notre Dame
Keon Schmidt

University of 
Cape Town
Leigh-Anne BoschUniversity of 

Arkansas Fay-
etteville
Clark Eagan

University of 
Cincinnati
Dan Gilbertson

Marian Uni-
versity
Laura Larabell

Future plans of the class of 2013

Laura Daley
Felicia Delgado
Justin Fait
Franklin Farmer
Margaret Hackett
Sascha Hartl
Kaitlin Herman
Taylor Hill
Lucas Hoerning

Kenneth Jerusalem
Kansas King
Jordan Kinney
Amber Nelson
Cole Schultz
Danielle Sparapani
Pa Nhia Thao
Pahoua Thao 
Tevin Turiff

Shauna Vandomelen
Jashua Vang
Mai Ka Ying Vang
Kristen Wendt
Angela Xiong
Sai Jason Yang
Xiong Yang

Undecided or No Information Available

The content printed in this centerspread reflects information provided by the guidance office. 
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By Lauren Sassi

LK SASSI’S FUNHOUSE!

Gemini (May 21-June 20) 
Summer is here. It’s time 

to break out your shorts and 
spend some time outside. You 
should watch out for falcon at-
tacks though, those birds can 
be vicious.

Cancer (June 21-July 22) 
It’s the perfect time to climb 

a tree. Try to go outside and 
get active. Just avoid trees 
with bee hives.

Leo (July 23-August 22) 
The stars say luck is with 

you this month. That’s right; 
you can now sharpen a pen-
cil using a hand crank pencil 
sharpener. Enjoy your new 
found ability while it lasts!

Virgo (August 23-September 
22) 

Now that all your AP tests 
are finished, it’s time to cele-
brate! Go out and read a novel 
since you’ve finally exhausted 
all those dull review books. 

Libra (September 23-No-
vember 21)

“Young fool. Only now, at 
the end, do you understand. 
Your feeble skills are no match 
for the power of the dark side.” 
- Darth Sidious, with your 
horoscope

Scorpio (October 23-Novem-
ber 22) 

Is that bird outside your win-
dow still bothering you in the 
morning? Buy a fake owl and 
put it in your tree. That should 
get him to leave you alone.

Sagittarius (November 23- 
December 22) 

If you can’t find a summer 

job, the solution is simple: 
chase down the next ice cream 
truck you see. The driver will 
be so glad to see a customer 
that isn’t six; you’ll be offered 
a job on the spot. 

Capricorn (December 23- 
January 22) 

This is the time when all of 
your hard work begins to pay 
off. It’s time to start following 
your dreams. Pick up a hobby 
you’ve been meaning to try, 
like playing that acoustic gui-
tar you got for Christmas this 
past winter.

Aquarius (January 23-           
February 22) 

Summer is the perfect time 
for you to learn the value of 
saying no. Your friends want 
to hang out? Say no; get a day 
full of relaxing and watching 
TV.

Pisces (February 23-March 
20)  

Got invited to a graduation 
party? Time to find a great gag 
gift! The stars say that you can 
never go wrong with those 
glasses with a fake mustache.

Aries (March 21-April 19) 
It’s your time to shine, so 

show everyone your hidden 
talent. Students these days will 
be impressed by anything, so 
don’t worry if your talent is 
stupid, like talking to animals.

Taurus (April 20-May 20) 
Remember that time you 

were abducted by aliens? It’s 
time to revisit that spot; you 
might find some alien artifacts 
there.

Horoscopes
By Aleksandr Combs

Illustration by Abigail Zabronsky

Appleton craves frozen yogurt
As the heat waves roll in this 

summer, students will attempt 
to find many ways to cool 
down. One idea is to visit the 
Orange Leaf, a new frozen yo-
gurt establishment in Apple-
ton.

Similar to CherryBerry, Or-
ange Leaf offers seemingly-
endless possibilities for a cus-
tomer to design their unique 
frozen yogurt concoction. 
Customers first pick out their 
flavors of yogurt and then add 
on any toppings and syrups of 
their choosing.

“I enjoy the wide variety 
of frozen yogurt flavors and 
the different toppings avail-
able. It’s also a great place to 
go to when hanging out with 
friends,” says Sara Sigman, a 
junior.

“I agree. It’s nice to mix and 
match flavors to my choosing. 
I can create whatever type of 
frozen yogurt dessert I may 
be craving,” says Ally Spring-
stroh, a junior. “The environ-
ment is very friendly as well.”
The Orange Leaf appeals to 
younger generations with its 

funky furniture and colorful 
décor. Its chairs are very mod-
ern, and televisions provide 
entertainment.

According to Orange Leaf’s 
website, they provide custom-
ers with “decadent flavors 
reminiscent of your childhood 
trips to the local dessert shop 
as well as fruit-based flavors 
that will suit even the most 
health conscious individuals.” 
The Appleton branch is owned 
by Packer players Jordy Nel-
son and Mason Crosby.

“I’ve never been to the Or-
ange Leaf, but I’m looking 
forward to trying it in the fu-
ture,” says Amanda Lyons, a 
senior.

The Orange Leaf, “Ameri-
ca’s Frozen Yogurt,” is located 
on 3320 W. College Avenue. It 
is open from 11 a.m. to 10 p.m. 
from Sunday through Thurs-
day and from 11 a.m. to 11 
p.m. on Friday and Saturday.

Stop on down to Orange 
Leaf for some relief on those 
scorching summer days.

By Monica Stoeger

Craving a sweet dessert with a touch of personal cre-
ativity? Go to the Orange Leaf for delicious frozen yo-
gurt. Photo from Orange Leaf Frozen Yogurt
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While you’re walking 
through the halls next year, 
think of those past teach-
ers who are no longer with 
us for the 2013-2014 school 
year. Mrs. Linda Snell, an 
ELL teacher, has decided to 
retire after 18 years at North. 
She will be sorely missed, 
but has spent a total of 32 
years teaching, totaling up to 
two states, four districts, and 
eight buildings in which she 
has worked in. She has taught 
as an ELL, Comm. Arts, and 
English Language Learners 
teacher for K-12 throughout 
her career, but says that she 
still plans to come back as a 
sub as well.

She plans to spend more 
time with nature in her up 
coming free time, which she 
calls fittingly enough “vita-
min N.” The activities she 
plans to do include: snow- 
shoeing, gardening and bik-
ing. Also she plans to spend 
much more time with her 
four grandchildren who live 
within 10 minutes of her, and 
start writing children’s stories 
which she would like to have 
published one day. She states, 
“I have no more fears of not 
being published, maybe be-
cause I have reached a level 
of acceptance and belief in 
the journey as having its own 
rewards.   Perhaps too, it was 
indirect encouragement of a 
granddaughter.”

“I think teaching is an Art, 
like jazz.  I love hearing from 
students, reading and dis-
cussing literature, hearing 

their stories, the interplay of 
thoughts . . .      Moments of 
a little staccato can be inter-
esting, teachers improvise, 
respond and students do too, 
so at times we have a melodic 
freedom, liveliness and laugh-
ter,” she says as she describes 
how fulfilling her career as a 
teacher has been and how she 
loves to positively influence 
the futures of her students.

“Although to retire derives 
from the French verb 'tirer' to 
withdraw or pull, this with-
drawing or pulling is physical 
only, but not totally physical 
for me as I hope to return and 
sub!” So although Mrs. Snell 
is retiring she says her memo-
ries will last forever and the 
ride is not over yet just be-
cause she is retiring from 
teaching.

By Mady Veith
Mr. Hacker, a health teacher 

at Appleton North with 31 
years of teaching experience 
behind him, is now retiring this 
year. 

Having started off teaching in 
the town of New Auburn, about 
an hour north of Eau Claire and 
then a year in Wautoma until 
coming to Appleton North in 
1995, he has gained quite a bit 
of knowledge and experience 
as a teacher. 

“Appleton North has been 
good to me, I’ve always loved 
coming to school, enjoyed 
the students and teachers I’ve 

worked with, it’s just been 
a good fit for me,” says Mr. 
Hacker. Aside from being a 
health teacher, Mr. Hacker has 
also coached various baseball 
and basketball teams in the 
Appleton district. “I enjoying 
working with kids, part of the 
reason that I got into teaching 
was so I could coach.” 

When asked if he was excit-
ed for retirement, Mr. Hacker 
replied: “It is going to be a 
change, seems like another end 
of the school year, but I will 
be working at some capacity 
in the future.” He also reports 
that while he has not thought 
that far ahead, but he is going 
to enjoy the rest of the school 
year with his students and staff.  

Mr. Hacker will be missed by 
his fellow faculty members and 
by his students, but is wished 
the best in his years to come in 
retirement. Although he clas-
sifies himself as a man of few 
words he expressed his grati-
tude for his time at North and 
his enjoyment of his job as a 
teacher/ coach. 

“In all, education has been 
very good to me,” Hacker said.

By Becca Bailey

Mr. HackerMrs. Snell

Mrs. Petersen-Gauthier, our 
resident visual interpreter, is 
retiring this year. One may 
see her working with two of 
our students Reven McGee 
and Ian Parker. Mrs. Peters-
en-Gauthier has worked in 
the Appleton 
area school dis-
trict for 16 years. 

She began at 
Madison Middle 
School working 
with two chil-
dren on the au-
tism spectrum, 
then followed 
them to Apple-
ton East. She 
then transferred 
to Huntley El-
ementary where 
she worked as a parapro for 
a kindergarten and 1st grade 
class. She then took on anoth-
er job working in Huntley’s 
early childhood and develop-
ment center. “It was the most 
difficult work I had done in 
my career, both mentally and 
physically,” says Mrs. Peters-
en-Gauthier.” 

She would also like to tip 
her hat to those who contin-
ue to work so well with the 
unique group of kids every 
year. After transferring from 
Huntley she came to North 
to work as a visual inter-
preter, for four years now. By 
working with Ian and Reven 
and her supervising teacher 
Tim Gehring, Mrs. Petersen-
Gauthier learned the great 
ability to problem solve how 
things could be done and that 

Reven and Ian were certainly 
not guys to feel sorry for. 

Her favorite part about 
working at North and being a 
Visual Interpreter was meet-
ing and working with differ-
ent teachers every year and 
was very grateful for them go-
ing out of their way to accom-

m o d a t e 
her teach-
ing needs. 
She also 
felt very 
lucky to be 
a c c e p t e d 
into the 
DHH in-
terpreters 
early on. 
She also 
e n j o y e d 
w o r k i n g 
with Reven 

and Ian and loved their in-
credible personalities.

“I had always felt comfort-
able and effective working 
with teens and children,” she 
explains. She came to Apple-
ton schools to continue her 
focus, but also to be able to 
follow her children through 
their schooling as well. “It 
was a good mix,” she said. 

Her final piece of advice to 
students before she leaves is 
“Remember you have choices 
about how and where you will 
live.  Get out and travel, expe-
rience other cultures!” 

Mrs. Petersen-Gauthier 
will be greatly missed by her 
students and fellow faculty 
members, but we all wish her 
the best in her retired years 
and are thankful for her con-
tribution to Appleton North.  

Mrs. Petersen-Gauthier
By Becca Bailey

ELL Health Visual Interpreter

“I love hearing from 
students, reading and 
discussing literature, 

hearing their 
stories, the interplay 

of thoughts . . .”
-Mrs. Snell

“Appleton North has 
been good to me, I’ve 
always loved coming 
to school, enjoyed the 
students and teachers 

I’ve worked with,  
it’s just been a good  

fit for me.”
-Mr. Hacker
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Students in Mr. Parker’s 
Theatre Seminar/Production 
class worked during the month 
of May to compile and stage 
the annual Social Issue play. 
Allie Frank, a junior involved 
in the production, explains the 
goal of the play. “North puts 
on the play each year in or-
der to benefit the school and 
teach people about topics they 
may not otherwise ever learn 
about…students and adults 
alike can benefit from hearing 
a bit about these issues.” 

The play aims to address an 
issue that is commonly swept 
under the rug: mental health. 
In almost all cases, mental 
health issues can limit an in-
dividual’s ability to form posi-
tive relationships, reach their 
full potential, and deal with 
life’s challenges in a healthy 
and effective way. Sarah Oak-
ley, senior, describes that, “We 
picked mental health issues 
because they are much more 
widespread than many people 
realize. There are many stu-
dents at North who have family 

members with mental health is-
sues or who suffer from some-
thing themselves.” Indeed, a 
surprising one in five students 
who share North’s hallways 
struggle with mental health is-
sues on a daily basis. Not only 
did the play benefit individuals 
who are struggling, but also the 
friends and family members 
of those individuals. Several 
of the students involved have 
had experience with a friend or 
family member’s mental health 
issues, and had given personal 
input during the compilation of 
the play.

Interestingly, the group com-
piled the play based on true sto-
ries, several from students cur-
rently enrolled at North. Allie 
Frank states, “Going this route 
allowed us to incorporate true 
stories about people from North 
into the production, giving the 
play more power and mean-
ing.” In order to bring mental 
health to its proper light, the 
students vigorously researched 
a wide range of mental health 
disorders, including depres-
sion, anxiety, OCD, and bipolar 
disorder. These disorders are so 

common, yet they’re not some-
thing people are open or will-
ing to talk about with friends, 
family members, or even doc-

By Elise Edwards

tors. Frank emphasizes that she 
wants “nothing more than to 
get our message out there and 
hopefully reach someone who 

is also struggling, and let them 
know there is help. People need 
to know what it really means to 
struggle with mental health, 
and I hope this show will teach 
them that.”

A goal the students and di-
rector have in educating the 
community is to eliminate the 
stigma and myths surround-
ing the topic of mental health. 
Statements or conclusions that 
bring about feelings of shame, 
blame, hopelessness, distress, 
misrepresentation in the media, 
and reluctance to seek help are 
characterized as stigmatic. Stig-
ma is a huge issue that some-
times prevents people with 
mental disorders from reaching 
their full potential within the 
community. Joy Poole empha-
sizes that she hopes that the 
show “opened the audience’s 
mind to realize that this is a big 
issue that a lot of people here at 
North deal with. I also want to 
make sure that those who may 
deal with mental health issues 
know that there is help and that 
what they’re dealing with can 
be cured.” 

Theater tackles mental health in Social Issue play

Above David 
Gansen and 
Dakota Wat-
kins practice 
for the play.
Left Andrew 
Place and 
Katie Hack-
bart discuss 
ideas  about 
the play.

I really like 
copy editing. 
Probably too 
much. And so 
over the course 
of my four years 

at North, I have edited count-
less CA essays for friends, 
for fun. But see, the thing is, I 
can’t really put that on my col-
lege applications. So I joined 
newspaper. I mean, this wasn’t 
the sole and defining reason, 
but you know, it all counts. 
Anyway, I joined newspaper 
at the beginning of this year as 
Copy Editor, which was sort of 
a position I made up. 

Appleton North High School 
is a huge community, with 
countless niches and corners. 
The Noctiluca is the one place 
in this big old black hole that 
everybody has access to. Read 
my lips: cherish your newspa-
per, Appleton North. It is the 
most powerful connector and 
informer you have and I have 
been so privileged to have re-
ceived the chance to work on 
it, let alone with this amazing 
group of funny and intelligent 
editors who each in their own 
ways have made this paper 
what it is. In the end, copy ed-
iting the Noctiluca has truly 
opened my eyes to the pure 
magic that is newspapers, and 
for that, more than anything 
else, I am endlessly grateful. 

Farewell from senior 
Noctiluca editors

Melissa Bougie, 
Copy Editor

As I leave my 
post as Sports 
Editor of the 
Noctiluca I 
look back with 
a smile on my 
face.  I came 

into this year excited yet not 
really knowing what I will be 
doing or what to expect.  Now 
I leave, still not really know-
ing what I’m doing but having 
the memories of some great 
experiences. I’d like to thank 
Andrew Vanden Boogaard for 
pushing me to take the position 
even without having any expe-
rience writing for the paper or 
editing it.  I hope I was able to 
keep the sports section up to 
the standard it had achieved 
under his command and all 
the sports editors before him. 
Next I’d like to thank Miller 
Jozwiak for all the work he put 
in this year and being my right 
hand man in this adventure. I 
truly believe that the sports 
section will improve next year 
as he takes the reins.
Finally, I’d like to thank Mr. 

Ramponi for trusting in me this 
year, pushing me to perform at 
my best, and teaching me so 
much.  This thank you also 
goes out to all my past Comm 
Arts teachers who gave me the 
tools to build with.
Well, it has been real North and 
carry on.

Trent Beilke, 
Sports Editor

 I began my year 
as news editor 
with a bit of ap-
prehension, for 
all I had to work 
with were local 
North events.  

That scared me a lot, for I won-
dered what really did go on at 
North. However, I was pleas-
antly surprised at the amount of 
content that I received for the 
news section.  North is hop-
ping with all sorts of events 
and important goings-on, more 
than I had ever imagined.  It is 
because of the Noctiluca that I 
saw how high school can con-
tain all sorts of stories and sur-
prises.
     While the Noctiluca has 
opened my eyes to what’s going 
on at North, it also helped me 
realize how much North needs 
the Noctiluca.  If more people 
are like me in North, unaware 
of what’s happening in their 
own high school, than how are 
these people supposed to find 
out the important local events?  
North need the Noctiluca, the 
only place where people can 
read accurate and factual in-

formation on the place where 
we reside for five days out of 
every week.  The Noctiluca is 
North’s outlet to show off what 
it is achieving in the world, and 
help inform its own students 
how awesome North is.  Now, 
many of you are probably roll-
ing your eyes right now, and 
saying that “North really isn’t 
that awesome, what is she talk-
ing about?”  But, I have to dis-
agree.  This year alone, North 
has become a Silver Medal 
high school, started a compost-
ing program, implemented a 
new anti-substance campaign, 
seen a surge in AP test takers 
and survived the first semester 
final’s schedule.  And that’s not 
all.  
     The Noctiluca has helped 
me see how much really goes 
on in high school, and I hope 
that it might do the same to you 
also.  It has been an honor to 
work on the editing staff of a 
paper that is influential and im-
portant, with a bunch of dedi-
cated, amazing and talented 
editors.  Thank you for reading 
the Noctiluca, and thank you 
for making North great!

Marit Bakken, News Editor

I am very thank-
ful for all the 
wonderful op-
portunities The 
Noctiluca has 
given me. I 

would like to thank Mr. Ram-
poni for his guidance, wisdom, 
support and endless supply of 
patience as well as my fellow 
editors and writers. Thank you 
Mrs. Meilheiser, for allow-
ing me unlimited access to the 
publications lab and your keys. 
The Noctiluca has been a huge 
part of my life for the past three 
years, and I will miss working 
with my crazy, amazing friends 
on the newspaper.

Abigail Edmonds, 
Editor-In-Chief

Nate Correia, 
Photo Editor

I’ve enjoyed 
taking pictures 
for the Nocti-
luca over the 
past four years. 
It wasn’t always 

easy getting those last minute 
photos in, or trying to find one 
that worked, but I wouldn’t have 
changed a thing. For those who 
would like to get involved with 
photography, the best way to 
make sure that your photos are 
used by the paper is to write the 
corresponding story. Don’t hesi-
tate to get involved; my time on 
the paper was time well spent.
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Meet the athletes of the year
Senior Connor Gross

Volleyball and Basketball 
Senior Meg Riebau,  

Basketball and Soccer

1. How was being the only 
senior on the girls’ basket-
ball team?
It was different.  However, 
it was a very fun experi-
ence.
2.  Do you see yourself be-
coming more popular now 
that you are the Noctilu-
ca’s Athlete of the Year?
I do not see myself becom-
ing more popular because 
of this.

3.  What is your favorite 
sports moment this year? 
My favorite sports moment 
would have to be beating 
Kimberly in basketball.  
They were ranked at the 
time and we beat them with 
a lot of our fans there.
4. Which sport do you en-
joy more, basketball or 
soccer?
It is tough but I’d say I like 
playing soccer more.
5.  Will you attempt to play 
both basketball and soccer 

1.  What was you’re reac-
tion when you received 
your Player of the Year 
award for boys’ volley-
ball?
Initially, I was shocked and 
excited at the same time to 
be honored with an award 
like that.  I was also thank-
ful for my teammates as I’d 
be nowhere without them.
2.  Do you find yourself 
suddenly more popu-
lar now that you are the 
Player of the Year?
Not really, people would 
congratulate me about a 
week after it happened but 
I didn’t gain any friends.
3.  Are you more excited 
for being selected as the 
WIAA Player of the Year 
or the Noctiluca’s Athlete 
of the Year?
As much of an honor as the 
WIAA Player of the year 
is, the Noctiluca’s Athlete 
of the Year means more to 
me.
4.  Which sport do you 
enjoy playing more, bas-
ketball or volleyball?
I enjoy them both a lot but 
after this year I would have 

to say volleyball edges bas-
ketball. 
5.  Do you 
feel that 
p l a y i n g 
vo l l eyba l l 
helps  with 
p l a y i n g 
basketball 
or vica ver-
sa?
I believe playing multiple 
sports in high school is cru-
cial and both sports have 
helped me grow as an over-
all athlete.
6. Will you attempt to 
play both basketball and 
volleyball while attending 
Ball State?
No, I will just stick with 
volleyball. However, I 
don’t expect myself to be 
a stranger to the pick up 
games going on.
7. For the young kids out 
there, what is one piece of 
advice you’d like to give 
to them?
Walk hard and get in a rou-
tine freshman or sopho-
more year.  For me, I had 
to make up lost time my ju-
nior/ senior year because I 
was lazy my first two years.  

APPLY TODAY!
www.marianuniversity.edu/apply

45 S. National Ave.  l  Fond du Lac, WI 54935  l  1-800-2-MARIAN
Founded 1936 • Sponsored by the Congregation of Sisters of St. Agnes

Inspiring your potential.

Attend Marian for undergraduate studies 
that will inspire you to achieve personal 
and professional success. 
Let us inspire you…
so that you can inspire the world.

at Winona 
State?
No, I will 
only be try-
ing soccer.
6.  For the 
young kids 
out there, 
what is one piece of advice 
that you’d like to give to 
them?
Never give up.  Times 
will get tough but pushing 
through will make you a 
stronger person.

Volleyball team reflects upon state victory
By Trent Beilke

they were the best team or 
not.  
     Seiler wished some of 
the court issues wouldn’t 
have happened, but felt the 

team persevered and the 
way the team overcame 
them made the season all 
the more special.
     Appleton North’s large 

fan section is another of 
the team’s favorite memo-
ries. “We had the farthest 
to travel but the most fans,” 
said Peter Dalgleish.

     The team is eager to re-
unite this summer. “There 
is a very good chance of a 
reunion happening,” starter 
Brandon Miller said. 
  
    
  

       
 
  

‘   “Of course!  I plan on 
hanging with the team a 
lot this summer with many 
games being played,” add-
ed Drew Eastman.
     So if you missed the sea-
son and state tournament 
and want to see the team in 
action, just go to one of the 
reunions and  prepare to be 
amazed.  

     It was a season to re-
member for the boys’ vol-
leyball team, posting a per-
fect 31-0 record along with 
winning the state champi-
onship.  Six months later, 
what’s life like for them?
     The season has defi-
nitely made a difference in 
the players everyday lives. 
“I use the state Champion-
ship as a pick-me-up refer-
ence throughout my day if 
I’m having a bad one,” said 
Coach Maves.
     Coach Maves made a 
reference to having Bur-
lington’s best player go 
out half way through.  He 
wished North could have 
beaten them at full strength 
so that there would be no 
questions asked whether 

By Trent Beilke

Meg Riebau

By Trent Beilke

Connor 
Gross 

“I use the state 
Championship as a 

pick-me-up reference 
throughout my day  

if I’m having  
a bad one.”

-Coach Maves
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Appleton creates first female lacrosse team
     This year, the first Apple-
ton girls’ lacrosse team was 
constructed: a united team 
that includes all three high 
schools in the area, Apple-
ton East, North, and West. 
     Sydney Werlein, a soph-
omore , has wanted to start 
a girls’ team for about a 
year, and finally she and 
Eric Marsh, the Appleton 
boys’ head coach, got to-
gether and went through the 
process of making a team.
 Sydney began playing 
goalie two years ago, but 
has been tossing and catch-
ing with her brothers for 
about six years. She was 
also the manager and statis-
tician last year for the boys’ 
team. 
     “Basically, my jobs were 
contacting the coach and 
finding players,” says Wer-
lein. 
     After almost two years 
of trying to get a team to-
gether, Sydney succeeded 
with a full lacrosse team of 
30 girls and three coaches. 
    Head coach Melina Ziel-
ski has grown up her whole 
life with lacrosse. Her dad 
has been playing and coach-
ing since she was born and 
her whole family plays the 
sport. When she was in 

middle school she started 
learning how to play boys’ 
lacrosse and in college she 
switched over to girls’ la-
crosse. Because she has 
been playing since she was 
young, Zielski was pumped 
to coach a team.
   “When coach March 
asked to share my love for 
the game, it was a no brain-
er! Seeing all of the girls 
become as passionate about 
it as I am makes it so worth-
while,” Zielski said. 
     Being that this is the 
first ever Appleton girls’ 
lacrosse team, most girls 
haven’t picked up a stick in 
their lives so coach Zielski 
knew that the girls would 
all have to learn a lot, but 
knew it was manageable. 
     “I am seriously amazed 
with how far we have come 

as a team. Day one we had 
30 players who had never 
touched a lacrosse stick. I 
now have a team with some 
of the best skills in the 
area.” Zielski said. 
     The future looks bright 
for the Appleton United 
girls’ lacrosse team. When 
asked about future plans for 
the team, Zielski states, “I 
am hoping next year we can 
get more girls interested in 
playing, that way we can 
have both JV and Varsity 
level teams. The plan is to 
finally have the girls from 
the Fox Valley area make 
an appearance at the state 
tournament and in the next 
few years I know we can 
easily do it.”
     Coach Zielski isn’t on 
her own when it comes to 
coaching this team; Andrea 

Meyer and Susan Tucker are 
also coaches. When Tucker 
was asked to coach she said 
the word “no” didn’t even 
pop into her head.
     For the future, Tucker 
says she wants to go unde-
feated in the next couple 
of years and gather enough 
girls to have two teams. She 
says she wants to build an 
amazing Varsity team and 
to have enough girls to 
have a JV team as well. “To 
teach the fundamentals and 
basics of lacrosse will build 
a strong girls’ team, as well 
as make this a team where 
girls are able to build con-
fidence.”
    This year’s Appleton Un-
tied girls’ lacrosse team in-
cludes all grades 9-12 and 
has a variety of talent.  
     Many girls had differ-
ent reasons for starting la-
crosse, but all believed it 

was a good idea and a lot of 
fun.  Some girls decided to 
try it to keep them in shape 
or they loved team sports 
and found a new opportu-
nity to have that team bond. 
Trying something new was 
a pretty good idea consider-
ing that most of the girls on 
the team want to play next 
year as well. 
     However, there are a 
few seniors who have just 
started this year, but are off 
to college next year. When 
asked if she will continue 
playing lacrosse next year, 
Allison Vandenboom, a se-
nior, says, “As much fun as 
it would be, I don’t think 
so.”
     The first girls’ lacrosse 
team in Appleton has gone 
to history.  Be sure to check 
it out for next year. They 
are always welcoming new 
girls to the team.

By Megan Gundrum

The Appleton United team has players coming from 
all three high schools. Photo by Bob King

Sydney Werlein catches the ball before it hits the goal. 
Photo by Bob King

North baseball hopes for a short drive to state
By Miller Jozwiak
     Appleton North baseball 
had a great season boast-
ing a 16-4 record. Although 
North took second to Kim-
berly in conference, the 
team still looks forward to 
the post season. North is 
seeded 3rd in its sectional 
behind Kimberly and Hor-
tonville, but the captains 
aren’t worried. Junior cap-
tain Connor Rolain and se-
nior captain Clark Eagan 
both seemed very excited 
for this year’s post season. 
Appleton North is trying to 
repeat last year, going to 
the new and improved Fox 
Cities Stadium for some 
play off baseball. I had an 
opportunity to sit down and 
talk with the two captains 
of the team.

Q As captains how are 
you two setting your 

goals for this post season?
Connor: We know our 
team has all of the capa-
bilities to earn another 
state birth and win the state 
championship.
Clark: Our goal every year 
is to get across the high-
way and make it to the state 
tournament.

Q Can you comment on 
Jack Harvath’s per-

formance as a sophomore 
pitcher?
Connor: Jack’s had some 
big moments where he has 
come through for us. He’s 
stepped into his role well 
for the team.
Clark: Jack has done a 
great job and thrown quite 
a few innings this year. He 
is really fitting in nicely.

Q What has made the 
team so dominate this 

year?
Connor: As a team we 
know how to play the game 
the right way. We know 
each other well and have a 
lot of talent, when you mix 
talent with chemistry you 
will get good results.
Clark: We have had great 
pitching and great defense 
with some timely hitting. 
One through nine we can 
put the bat on the ball.

Q How do you need to 
play differently from 

the regular season in the 
playoffs to get past Kim-
berly?
Connor: We just need to 
have timely hitting. We 
know that we can win any 
game we play clean base-
ball with timely hitting.
Clark: We haven’t hit the 
ball like we are capable of 
the two times we played 

Kimberly; if we play mis-
take free baseball we have 
a good shot.

Q Connor what’s it like 
for you being a Junior 

Captain?
Connor: It’s an honor to be 
named captain as a junior. 
It’s definitely a role I want-
ed to have and I like being 
a leader for my teammates. 
I also enjoy putting the flag 

up before each game. 

Q Clark how have you 
felt this year about 

this being your last season 
at North before you be-
come a Razorback?
Clark: This last year has 
been a memorable senior 
year and I am looking for-
ward to make one last play-
off run before I head off to 
Arkansas. 

Junior Captain Connor 
Rolain is excited about 
the playoffs. 

Senior Captain Clark Ea-
gan brings the terror. Pho-
tos by Miller Jozwiak
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